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KENYA’S KEY COVID-19 RESPONSE MEASURES IN A NUTSHELL
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Public Health (Prevention, Control and 
Suppression of COVID-19) Rules
• Mandatory notification obligations of 

persons suspected of suffering from 
COVID-19 

• Removal of persons in contact with 
COVID19 patients to self quarantine or 
government quarantine facility

• Power of health/public officers to search 
premises with reported cases of COVID-
19

• Guidelines for removal and disposal of 
bodies of COVID-19 deceased persons

• Penalties of 2-month prison term/Kes 
20,000 fine for aiding or facilitating the 
escape of persons in isolation or 
quarantine facilities

• CS Health empowered to declare any 
place as an infected area and regulate or 
prescribe activities to be conducted within 
that area

• The Public Health (Covid-19 Restriction 
of Movement of Persons and Related 
Measures) (Nairobi Metropolitan Area) 
Order, 2020

• The Public Health (Covid-19 Restriction 
of Movement of Persons and Related 
Measures) (Kilifi County) Order, 2020

• The Public Health (Covid-19 Restriction 
of Movement of Persons and Related 
Measures) (Mombasa County) Order, 
2020

• The Public Health (Covid-19 Restriction 
of Movement of Persons and Related 
Measures) (Kwale County) Order, 2020

• Above impose a 21-day restriction of 
movement of persons within these 
areas from April 6th to April 27th , 2020

• Public Order (State Curfew) 
Variation Order, 2020 requires 
employers to ensure non-essential 
or critical service providers leave 
the workplace no later than 4 pm
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Public Health (Declaration of 
Formidable Disease) Order 
2020 declares the coronavirus 
disease 2019 as a formidable 
epidemic disease
(Published on March 27th, 
2020)M
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Public Health (COVID-19) 
Restriction of Movement of 
Persons and Related Measures) 
Rules, 2020 

• Clarifies definitions of key 
terms including  “gatherings”, 
“infected area” “public place” 
and restriction period”

• No movement into or out of 
restricted area except for 
transportation of food and farm 
produce, specified cargo such 
as construction material, fuel 
and pharmaceutical products 
and and ambulances

• 1st CoVID-19 Case 
Confirmed.

• Kenyan citizen travelling 
back to Nairobi from the 
United States of America 
via London, United 
Kingdom on March 5th, 
2020
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• Presidential Statement suspends 
travel for all persons coming into 
Kenya from countries with 
reported COVID-19 Cases

• 14-day Self Quarantine or 
Government Quarantine measures

• Closure of educational facilities
• Recommendations to work from 

home and avoid congregating for 
public functions

CBK Emergency Measures to 
Facilitate Mobile Money Transactions
• No charge for transactions below 

Kes 1,000
• Kes 150,000 Transaction Limit
• Kes 300,000 daily transaction limit 

and mobile money wallet

Presidential Statement 
• obligates Ministries and Depts to 

settle verified Pending Bills of Kes 
13 Bn within 3 weeks

• KRA to expedite VAT refunds in 
excess of Kes 10 Bn within 3 
weeks

• Kes 1 Bn appropriated from UHC 
towards recruitment of additional 
health workers

• Voluntary public sector pay cuts 
ranging from 20 – 80%

• Management of Kenya Ferry 
Services immediately vested in 
National Police Service, the Coast 
Guard and National Government 
Administration Officers

Public Order (State Curfew) Order 
restricts movement between 7 pm to 5 
am across the country excluding 
essential and critical services workers
Value Added Tax (Amendment of the 
Rate of Tax) Order 2020 reduces VAT 
from 16% to 14% w.e.f April 1, 2020

CBK Additional Emergency Measures 
to Mitigate The Adverse Effects on the 
Banking Sector from the Coronavirus 
Pandemic 
• CBR reduction from 8.5% to 

7.25%
• CRR reduction from 5.25% to 

4.25% for commercial banks
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• Public Finance Management 
(COVID-19) Emergency Response 
Fund) Regulations 2020 - provide 
for the establishment of the COVID-
19 Emergency Response Fund with 
primary objective of mobilizing 
resources for containing the spread, 
effect and impact of COVID-19

• Sources of funding to include 
monies appropriated by National 
Assembly, grants, donations, 
subscriptions, voluntary 
contributions from public and private 
persons and monies form any other 
source approved by CS for National 
Treasury
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CBK Emergency Measures to Mitigate 
The Adverse Effects on the Banking 
Sector from the Coronavirus Pandemic
• Banks to provide relief to 

borrowers on personal loans 
based on individual circumstances

• Individuals and MSMEs to contact 
banks to assess and restructure 
their loans based on respective 
circumstances arising from 
pandemic

• Banks to meet all costs related to 
extension and restructuring of 
loans

• Waiver of all charges for balance 
inquiry
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Public Health (COVID-19 Restriction 
of Movement of Persons and Related 
Measures (Mandera) County Order 
(Amendment Rules 2020

• Directive by CS. Interior and 
Coordination of National 
Government - CS. Interior and 
Coordination of National 
Government restricts movement of 
persons within Mandera County for 
21 days with effect from 1900HRS 
on Wednesday 22nd April 2020. 

Presidential Statement announces 
• extension of the cessation of 

movement into and out of the Nairobi 
Metropolitan Area and the counties of 
Kilifi, Kwale and Mombasa for a further 
containment period of 21 days; and

• extension of the nationwide dusk-to-
dawn curfew for a further period of 21 
days

Tax Laws (Amendment) Act, 2020 
• Reduction of various taxes
• 100% tax relief for persons earning 

less than Kes 24,000
• PAYE from 30 – 25%
• Turnover tax from 3 to 1% and 

threshold from Kes 5m to Kes 50 Min
• Resident corporation tax from 30% to 

25%
• Cessation of movement into and out of 

the NMA, Kilifi, Kwale and Mombasa 
extended for a further containment 
period of 21 days

Public Order No. 2 of 2020 - Restriction 
of movement within Eastleigh Area in 
Nairobi and Old Town Mombasa for a 
period of 15 days

• CS Health announces that cost of 
Government quarantine facilities 
and testing will be met by 
Government

• The Public Health (Covid-19 Restriction of 
Movement of Persons and Related 
Measures) Variation Rules, No. 2, 2020 –
transportation of passengers by ferry 
services limited to 05:30 – 18:30

• The Public Order (State Curfew) Variation 
Order, 2020 – Kenya Ferry Services, 
employees and officers engaged in 
transportation of food services and other 
cargo included as essential service 
providers
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Launch of COVID-19 National 
Education Response Committee

• Team to explore best possible 
strategies of restoring normalcy in 
the education subsector ahead of 
targeted re-opening on June 4th, 
2020
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Central Bank Monetary Policy Committee Press 
Statement
• Announces further COVID-19 Measures 

and lowers CBR from 7.25% to 7%
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Public Health (COVID-19) Restriction of 
Movement of Persons and Related 
Measures) Rules, 2020 (Cont…)

• Prohibition of Public transportation 
into and out of restricted area

• Public transport within the restricted 
area limited to 50% of licensed 
capacity and 1 passenger per motor 
bicycle or bicycle

• Mandatory wearing of masks in public 
places 

• Mandatory provision of  handwashing 
or sanitizing facilities in business 
locations

• Mandatory physical distancing of 1 
meter

• Cremation or burial of persons with 
COVID-19 related deaths within 48 
hours
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